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Seven X 7 Brings
2,000 Believers
Together For Prayer

BY GYPSY C. GALLARDO
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

Pastor Louis M. Murphy

ST. PETERSBURG – On
Thursday, May 5 beginning at
7 p.m. (gates open at 6:30
p.m.), two dozen local Pastors
who are part of the Seven x 7
movement will host the 4th
Annual “Prayer for Peace” in
the Gibbs High School football
stadium, located at 850 34th
St. S., St. Petersburg.
The event, which drew
2,000 people during its first
annual rendition in 2008, is
expected to receive a capacity
crowd to manifest the
“believing power of corporate
prayer for hope, help, and
healing in our community;
humility, honesty and heroism
in our city and government;
a n d har mony, honor, and
happiness in our marriages.”
Pastor Louis M. Murphy,

who is a founder of Seven x 7,
says, “Many of us have lost
sight of the power that comes
with corporate prayer. This
event breathes life into the
Spirit of God as the most
potent force in the advancement of our community.”
As a lead-up to the mass
prayer, pastors and evangelists
will work in teams to canvass
seven areas of South St.
Petersburg, going door-to-door
to both market the event and to
be available to individual
home dwellers for prayer. This
advance outreach event takes
place Saturday, April 30, from
9:30 to 11:30 a.m. in the
Jamestown, Harbordale,
Childs Park, Campbell Park,
Perkins, Dell Homes, and
Wildwood neighborhoods.

ST. PETERSBURG - Long
after the doors of Gibbs Junior
College closed, they are
keeping the flame lit, making
sure the history is retold, and
building a legacy for the future.
They are members of the Gibbs
Junior College Alumni
Association – students and
faculty of the school opened in
1957 as one of a dozen colleges
created to serve black students
before desegregation.
I n t h e 1 9 5 0 s , Afri can Americans were graduating in
record numbers from all-black
high schools, but despite the
1954 Supreme Court decision
integrating schools, most public
colleges had not integrated. The
nearest public schools serving
b l ack s were Tal l ah as s ee’s
Florida A&M and BethuneCookman in Daytona.
During its 10-year
existence, Gibbs Junior College
educated thousands of students
– from 46 counties, nine states,
Africa and the Caribbean. Its
g rad u at es i n cl u d ed fu t u re
leaders like Dr. Walter Smith,
later president of Florida A&M,
and Calvin Harris, the first
black Pinellas County
Commissioner, all educated by
faculty who were cream-of-thecrop. Founding president John
Rembert was a graduate of
Columbia. Cecil Keene later
served on the Florida Board of

GIBBS JUNIOR COLLEGE ALUMNI (l to r, back row): Al Thornton, Carolyn Macon, Minson Rubin,
and Willie Foster; (front row), Josephine Smith, Dr. & Mrs. Walter Smith, and Barbara Norris

Regents and on the St.
Petersburg College Board until
just before his death in 2008. Dr.
Johnnie Ruth Clarke was the
first black woman to earn a
Ph.D. from a state university in
Florida.
Alumni recall the
community impact as well, like
t h e C h i l d r e n ’s L a n g u a g e
Program to introduce young
students to foreign languages,
and the Religious Institute,
featuring ministers and lay
people from around the region.

That history is what alumni
say gives them a mandate to
r e a c h b a c k . S o f a r, t h e
Association has awarded 32
scholarships to black students
a t t e n d i n g S t . P e t e r s b u rg
College. And as the alumni
enter their sunset years – most
now in their 60s and 70s –
they’ve secured the future with
an endowment to continue the
scholarships, long after the
alumni are gone.
“Many people misunderstood my efforts to get a college

opened for black citizens. They
felt I was anti-integration. I
wasn’t. However, I knew it
would be years before the historically white institutions
would open their doors.
In the meantime, we would
continue to be sedentary in our
level of educational attainment.” (Dr. John Rembert,
excerpt from “The Magnificent
Twelve” by Dr. Walter Smith.)
Learn more about the
Association at: www.gibbsjuniorcollegealumni.org.
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WA S H I N G TO N D . C . –
Late last night, the Congressional
Black Caucus (CBC) debated the
Congressional Black Caucus’
Fiscal Year 2012 Alternative
Budget on the House Floor. The
United States Congress took up
the Cleaver/Scott Amendment—
the CBC Budget. The final vote
was 103 to 303. The CBC budget
focuses on the CBC’s priorities of
economic development, job
creation, cradle to college and
workforce education, and protecting the Affordable Care Act. It
makes significant investments in
education, job training, transportation and infrastructure, and
advanced research and development programs that will accelerate
the economic recovery. At the
same time, the CBC Budget
protects the social safety net
without cutting Social Security,
killing Medicaid, or making

seniors contribute more to
Medicare.
The CBC has served this
nation diligently for the past 40
years, and since 1981 it has
offered an alternative budget. On
the 101st day in the 112th
Congress of the United States, the
CBC related that the Republican
Leadership has not brought one
jobs bill or solution to the table.
Instead, the CBC contended, the
GOP leadership passed a budget
with draconian cuts that will critically wound and significantly
impact vulnerable communities.
The nation's communities of
color have been hit hardest by the
effects of the recession. Even as
the country’s economy slowly
rebounds, black communities are
experiencing disproportionately
higher rates of unemployment,
home foreclosure, educational disad v a n t a g e s , a n d e c o n o m i c

Left to Right: Rep. Al Green,
Donna Christensen, Barbara
Lee, Robert C. “Bobby” Scott,
Marcia Fudge, Yvette Clarke

Left to Right: Rep. Charles
Rangel, Del. Donna
Christensen, Chairman
Emanuel Cleaver, II

hardship. As a result, vulnerable
communities increasingly rely on
public programs to meet their
basic needs, but these are the
programs the Republican
Leadership is eradicating with
their budget proposal, according to
the CBC.
The Members of the
Congressional Black Caucus
believe that budgets serve as a
window into the moral compass of

a nation’s conscience—and the
nation’s compass is horribly off.
Recklessly cutting vital programs
like job training, education, and
health care to millions of hardworking American families is not
a roadmap to balancing the budget.
For more information on the
CBC FY 2012 Fiscal Year Budget
please visit: http://thecongressionalblackcaucus.com/issues/the2012-budget/
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What About The Workers?
BY JULIANNE
MALVEAU

(TriceEdneyWire.com)
President Barack Obama is adept at
walking a tightrope. That’s what he
did last week when he talked about
t h e budget, chas tising both
Democrats and Republicans. He
spoke to the need for government to
stand in the gap for the needy even
as he understood the ramifications
of the Ryan budget. Congressman
Paul Ryan (R-Wisc), chair of the
House Budget Committee, is bound
and determined to reduce the size of
government. He will do it on the
backs of the poor and the needy,
and will, if he has his way, eviscerate the role that government plays
in providing a safety net for those at
the bottom.
P r es ident Obama ha s to
negotiate all of this. He is in charge,
but then he isn’t. His bosses, the
folks that he has to run stuff by, are
not in his corner. He can’t appoint a
cabinet member without getting
approval from people who have
openly said they are not in his

corner. He has veto power, but there
are but so many vetoes he can
manage. He is in charge, he is not in
charge.
Let’s add, or let’s not add, the
matter of race. These Tea Party
people seem committed to ideas
and ideals, but there is a race
component to the ways that they
approach this president. When
people say they want to take our
country back, I wonder what they
want to take it back to, especially
when there is this celebration of the
Civil War that I, frankly, cannot
understand. Why are we celebrating
renegade states that chose to leave
our union because they felt that
strongly about slavery? Is there no
sensitivity to those who are descendents of slaves?
Back to the budget. Back to the
funding cuts. Back to the exaggerations about the many ways we are
on a “spending spree.” If we tell the
truth and shame the devil, former
President Bill Clinton racked up a
surplus that President Bush spent
profligately. And now, in the middle
of an economic crisis, when
spending is necessary to stimulate
the economy, the same Republicans
who encouraged the Bush spending

are now crying foul.
Those Republicans who are
t o ei n g t h e l i n e o n s p en d i ng
correctly note that we are
borrowing about 43 cents for every
dollar we spend. Yet they don’t note
that this amount ebbs and flows
with the business cycle. Further,
programs like the Senior
Community Service Employment
Program, which hires poor seniors t
work and earn, will be cut by nearly
half, putting at least 50,000 poor
old people out of work. Is this compassionate? Does it reflect our
national values? Should it actually
occur?
In d eed , i f we are real l y
co n cern ed ab o u t o u r b u d g e t
shouldn’t we be creating jobs,
rather than eliminating them? There
are 14 million officially unemployed Americans, half of whom
have not worked for more than half
a y ear. T h ey are s t ru g g l i ng ,
scraping, trying their best to
survive. And they aren’t paying
taxes or anything else. Why not put
them to work, make an investment
in their survival and then, indirectly, in the survival of our nation?
Because if we don’t put people to
work now, there will be nowhere to
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work later. We are being battered by
the rest of the world, and we refuse
to make the same investment in the
future that they have made. We are
like greedy farmers eating our seed
corn today instead of investing in
tomorrow. And our young people
will resent our decisions as we
move into the future.
We spend more on the elderly
than we do on youth. I am at the age
when I look forward to the possibility of social security, but I do not
look forward to the possibility that
the young person who tends to me
in a nursing home will intentionally
drop me out of the vexation she
feels because she believes that I
was part of a generation that did not
invest in her future.
Respecting our president, as I
do, I understand that he offers, in
Cornel West’s words, “Hope on a
Tightrope.” Still, what about our
nation’s workers? What about our
students? What about the young
people who have been kicked to the
curb by a series of budget choices?
What about the elderly poor? Why
has defense (which could be called
an offense) been taken off the table
when we speak of budget cuts?

A Black American Earth Day
BY DR.
BENJAMIN F.
CHAVIS, JR.
NNPA
COLUMNIST
Forty-one years ago Earth Day
was established by the global
community and now literally
hundreds of millions of people
throughout the world will celebrate
Earth Day on Friday, April 22,
2011. For black Americans and
millions of people of color, Earth
Day 2011 should be both a day of
celebration and a rededication to
the struggle to free our communities from the devastating toxicity of
environmental injustice. Going
“green” should not be reduced to a
popular fad or to something that
just sounds progressive or cool.
The official theme: “Earth Day
2011: A Billion Acts of Green”
encourages people everywhere to
take the time to do an act of environmental service and advocacy
that will contribute to improving
the quality of life for all living
things on earth. That is a good
achievable goal worthy of our
support and involvement. With all
the terrible climatic changes and
related severe weather consequences of global warming and
environmental damage to the

world’s ego system, all people
should take at least one day a year
to assess how to make the world a
better and healthier place to live.
A “Black American Earth Day”
should be a day of solidarity with
all people, but in particular with
other people of color, who (like
black Americans) are disproportionately exposed to environmental
injustices and life-threatening pollutions and toxic hazards. These
dangerous problems are local,
statewide, regional, national and
international. In Harlem, South
Central Los Angeles, Southside
Chicago, Houston, Philadelphia,
Detroit, Cleveland, St. Louis, New
Orleans, and in just about every
other place in America where we
reside, we find ourselves disproportionately with high rates of asthma
and other respiratory diseases,
multiple forms of cancer, and other
sicknesses that are directly related
to harmful exposure to environmental hazards in the air that we
breathe, as well as in the water and
food that we consume.
Let’s use Earth Day 2011 as an
opportunity to raise more
awareness in our communities
about the importance of environmental concerns and issues. We
have to connect the dots. The health
of our communities is impacted by

the environment of our communities. Did you know that many of the
growing lists of so-called “learning
disabilities” that affect too many of
the children in the black American
community may be environmentally related to exposures to lead
poisoning and other toxic substances laced in many of our neighborhoods? The overall quality of
life in black America can be and
should be improved if we all
become more conscious and
involved with understanding the
importance of demanding and
adhering to environmental justice.
The United Nations in 2009
established April 22 as “Mother
Earth Day.” The first Earth Day was
in the United States back in 1970
organized by Senator Gaylord
Nelson from Wisconsin. Over the
years, Earth Day has grown into a
worldwide observance and celebration. In the early 1980’s, the
Environmental Justice Movement
evolved, led by African-Americans
in North Carolina and in other
states who saw the vital necessity to
stand up and speak out against the
growing evidence of environmental
racism and injustice.
Again, a Black American Earth
Day should be a day set aside for
grassroots organizations and
community leaders to mobilize and
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organize around all the environmental issues that continue to
impact the quality of life and
future of our children and communities. There should, in fact, be
a sense of urgency in 2011. With
all the budget cutbacks at the
local, state and federal levels, the
last thing that we need is for
African-Americans to become
more exposed to environmental
hazards because of the lack of
funding or from the cutting of
budgets in the areas of public
health and environmental protection.
I am optimistic because the
hip-hop community appears to be
more environmentally conscious
as youth activists are raising their
voices in support of Earth Day
activities. In the South Bronx, the
birthplace of hip-hop culture, one
of the most effective grassroots
environmental groups is named
“Sustainable South Bronx” led by
young community leader, Majora
C a r t e r. O n “ G r e e n i n g T h e
Ghetto,” Majora Carter stated
innovatively, “Say it loud, I’m
black, green and proud!” We need
more conscious and active leaders h i p l i k e S i s t e r C a r t e r. L e t ’s
celebrate Earth Day! Let’s make it
“A Black American Earth Day!”
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Will Your Parents Be Able To
Afford A Nursing Home When
The Time Comes?
Attorney Reveals How To Protect Your Family’s Assets
It’s the conversation people
don’t have until they have to,
but by then, it’s too late.
The fact is that in 2010,
more than 7,000 people turned
65 years old or older every
single day, a figure that is
predicted to rise in 2011.
Further, an AARP survey
revealed that only 4 in 10 of
those people feel they will be
financially secure for their
golden years.
Gabriel Heiser, an attorney
with more than 25 years of
experience in nursing home
law, believes that people
should start planning now,
even if they aren’t close to their
65th birthdays.
“The average monthly cost
of a nursing home today is
$6,917 per month, and a typical
Alzheimer’s patient will spend
$395,000 for their nursing
home care after diagnosis,”
said Heiser. For a clearer
picture, go online to review
Devastating Nursing Home
Costs:
Medicaid
Secrets
(www.MedicaidSecrets.com).
“Those costs are only going to
rise, so it’s important to plan
now. One important benefit to
consider is Medicaid, which
can help offset a good amount
of those costs, but only if you
know what it takes to qualify
for those benefits.”
The mistake a lot of people

make is thinking that they can’t
qualify
for
Medicaid,
according to Heiser.
“Many feel that because
they own a home or have some
assets that they can’t qualify
for Medicaid help with their
nursing home and doctor’s
bills,” he said. “The truth is
there are a variety of assets
people can own and still
qualify. It’s just a matter of
knowing the rules, and making
a plan to meet those requirements.”
Heiser listed the asset
limits for those applying for
Medicaid. They include:
• Cash – You can possess
$2,000 cash that will not be
counted as an asset in determining your Medicaid eligibility.
• Home – There is a
$500,000 exclusion toward
your home, meaning that if
your home is valued at
$500,000 or less at the time of
your application, it is excluded
as an asset. Some states use the
higher permitted exemption of
$750,000.
• Car – Up until recently,
you could exclude only one car
at a value of $4,500 or less,
however that law has been
changed. Now, one automobile
of ANY current market value is
excluded on your application.
• Funeral and Burial Funds

– If you have a pre-planned
funeral or memorial arrangement, the entire value of that
plan is excluded. If you do not,
a separate bank account that
contains $1,500 toward funeral
expenses can be excluded. If
you have pre-purchased burial
plots, you can exclude not only
the costs of the plot for the
applicant, but for the entire
family, and still be eligible for
Medicaid.
• Property – According to
federal law, any real or
personal property that is
essential
to
self-support,
regardless of value or rate of
return, is excluded. That could
include farms, rental properties
and other real estate investments that generate income
necessary for self-support. For
rental income, however, the
property must generate at least
6 percent of its value annually
in order to qualify for the
exclusion.
• Life Insurance – Only the
cash value of a life insurance
policy owned by the applicant
is counted, thus, all term
policies are ignored.
“There are so many other
rules that can benefit those who
aren’t sure they’ll have enough
when the time comes,” Heiser
added. “The key is to plan now
and act now.
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Top Teens Of America
Donate To Memphis
Homeless Students
BY TEEN DE’ASIA
ROBINSON
TOP TEEN CHAPTER
PRESIDENT
ST.
PETERSBURG
Recently, teens and ladies from
the St. Petersburg Chapter of Top
Ladies of Distinction attended
the Area 4 - 29th Annual
Leadership
Conference
in
Memphis, Tennessee.
During the conference, Top
Teens attended workshops on
such topics as leadership and the
dangers of social networks. One
fascinating workshop, presented
by the local Memphis area
March of Dimes organization,
explained how to prevent birth
defects and premature births, and
the importance of good prenatal
care. Teens from all 26 chapters
donate several thousand dollars
each year to the March of Dimes,
one of the many partners of
TLOD and Top Teens. They also
visited LeMoyne-Owen College,
and the infamous Civil Rights
Museum. They were enlightened
on the struggle for freedom and
delighted to actually visit a
Historically Black College and
University (H.B.C.U.) campus.
All of the activities were interesting and educational
Teens are encouraged to give
to those who are less fortunate.
They were asked to bring their
old/slightly worn tennis shoes to
the conference in an effort to
help homeless students. Tennis

shoes are something most teens
take for granted. Teens overwhelmingly donated 1000 pairs
of tennis shoes to a local shelter
for the Memphis area’s homeless
students.
Then the fun began … the
evening was set-aside for the
teens to show their talents, poise,
etiquette, and leadership skills. A
formal banquet was the center of
attraction. Young ladies were
dazzled in long beaded, white
cotillion gowns, with long white
gloves, a tiara, and a royal blue
sash bearing their chapter’s
name. The young men were
dressed in all black tailored suits
and tuxedos, with fancy ties, and
a matching royal blue sash
bearing their chapter’s name.
What a marvelous affair...Teens
were truly a sight to see. This
event was Mr. & Miss. Top Teen
of America. Fifteen couples
waltzed the night away. Teen
De’Asia Robinson, and Teen
Le’zaire Reese represented the
St. Petersburg, FL chapter. They
were chosen for this affair by
their peers for exemplifying outstanding community service, and
dedication to the organization.
All teens were honored with a
delicious dinner. Teens received
recognition for all their hard
work. De’Asia says, I remember
telling Le’Zaire that “I feel like a
princess. This was an amazing
experience and I wish I could do
it again.” Other Teens attending
the conference were Te’Kendria

Mr. and Miss Top Teen

Green a tenth grade student at
Boca Ceiga High and Danyelle
Overstreet, an eighth grade
student attending Azalea Middle
School.
De’Asia is the Chapter
President of Top Teens of
America, and a senior at Boca
Ceiga High School; Le’Zaire
Reese, chapter chaplain, is a
student at John Hopkins Middle
School. This is De’Asia’s last
year as a Top Teen. “Through our
many thrusts, such as enhancing
the status of women, aiding the
senior citizens, beautifying our
community and encouraging
high academic standards, it has
taught me to be a leader and a
better person.” De’Asia said. “I
encourage every teen to experience the ‘Top Teen Journey’
where we learn ‘Participation is
our Foundation as Leaders of
Tomorrow.’”
Top
Teen
Organization is under the
auspices of Top Ladies of
Distinction, Inc., Lady Naomi
Nesbitt is Chapter President.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Caring
for the

Mathis’
Mind

BY VIKKI T. GASKIN-BUTLER, M.DIV., PH.D.

BY JUDGE GREG MATHIS

We all face disappointment. Sometimes others do
not live up to our expectations. Of course, it’s really not
their fault. They are who they are. Our expectations of
others have more to do with who we are than who they
are. Sometimes we become disappointed in ourselves
because we do not live up to our own expectations. At
those times we may need to remember that we are
human and are not perfect beings.
At times we experience disappointment because
circumstances do not turn out the way we hope they
will. Perhaps these are the situations that cause us the
most difficulty. As we look toward Easter, I am
reminded that many years ago a group of people faced
a major disappointment. These people have come to be
known as the early Christians. They were disappointed
because, Jesus, their Messiah died. Can you imagine

Revolving Prison Doors
If you, like me, believe that prisons
should be able to punish offenders while still
preparing them for a productive, crime free
life once they are released, then you must
also believe that prisons are failing. And,
they’re not just failing: they are costing the
larger society billions of dollars that could be
put to better use.
Annual prison spending has risen from
$10 billion to $52 billion during the last 30
years. Recent data from the Pew Center on
the States show that the additional money is
clearly not going to prisoner rehabilitation
efforts. More than 40 percent of inmates
eventually return to prison, most of them
within three years. The recidivism rate hasn’t
changed much in a decade and is a strong sign
that prisons aren’t doing the best job they can
to prepare offenders for life outside of prison.
States around the country are grappling
with fiscal uncertainty and are forced to cut
programs that serve the poor and elderly in
order to balance their budgets. These tactics,
however, do not take into consideration the
needs of the people, nor do they protect the
long-term financial health of the state.
What does? Investing in education. Many,

if not the majority, of prison inmates did not
graduate from high school. Catching students
before they fall through the cracks and
reducing the number of dropouts will, over
time, reduce the prison population and save
the states money. Sending low-level drug
offenders to rehab instead of prison will also
help. It’s less expensive to rehabilitate
addicts than it is to incarcerate them. Going
this route allows states to help those who
need it and reduce their prison costs at the
same time.
Critics would say that this approach is
soft on crime. No one is saying that criminals
should not be punished. It’s just more beneficial to everyone involved, if we punish them
smartly.
To be fair, this strategy is not going to
save money overnight. The goal is to create a
plan that is sustainable, one that will bring
huge long term returns. Reducing prison
costs by reducing incarceration rates saves
money so governments do not have to cut
services like Medicaid and Medicare that the
most vulnerable in our communities rely
upon.

Peterborough Apartments
Affordable Senior Housing
Spacious 1BR High Rise Apts.
Income Based Rents
On Busline, Next to Senior Center
Call us at (727) 823-5145
440 Fourth Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33701

FL Relay TTY 1-800-955-8771

Soul

facing that kind of disappointment?
Christians today know that the early Christians’
disappointment became elation when they realized that
their Savior was resurrected three days after his death.
Maybe we can all learn something from the message of
Easter. Maybe we can learn to view disappointment as
the gateway to resurrection. As long as we have breath,
we will have new experiences. This means that even
the direst circumstances can be viewed through a lens
of hope. Hope gives us the courage to face difficulties
because ultimately, we know that difficulties always
pass. When each difficulty passes, we feel a sense of
relief, renewal, and sometimes revitalization. In the
weeks to come try to remind yourself that disappointment does not have to be the end of your story, it can be
the beginning of your resurrection.

Poynter Institute’s Summer
Journalism Program
ST. PETERSBURG - High
School students interested
in writing, photography, design,
video or interactive online
storytelling may apply for
The Poynter Institute’s High
School Journalism Program.
Applications are available at

FORCLOSURE? We Can Help You Save Your Home!
Call us today at 727-512-8261 or Email us Today
at info@Rubinslaw.com. Don’t wait, call us NOW!

Rubin

Matthew 7:24

and Associates Law Firm, P.A.
4399 35th St. No., Suite 3P, St. Petersburg, FL 33714

www.rubinslaw.com
www.churchlaw@seminars.com

Senior Attorney
Karmika V. Rubin, Esq.

http://bit.ly/poyntersummerhighschool and are due April 29.
The program is June 13-17,
Monday through Friday, 9:30
a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Sara Quinn coordinates the
program, which was founded
along with the Institute in 1975.

Limited financial aid is
available for those who qualify.
Ideal candidates are freshmen,
sophomores or juniors. A
limited number of seniors and
current eighth graders will be
accepted.

LAWSON FUNERAL HOME
AND CREMATION SERVICES
When someone dies, the most
important decision you will make
is that of selecting a funeral home
that meets your personal needs and
your financial situation.
At Lawson Funeral Home – we offer:
• A courteous and understanding staff
• Comfortable and clean facilities
• A price that is fair to you
• Services that are carried out with
dignity and respect

Lawson Funeral Home and Cremation Services
4535 Central Avenue, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Phone: (727) 623-9025 • Fax: (727) 623-9027
E-mail:lawsonfh@live.com

Where experience and service counts!

20th Annual

Alpha Scholarship
Golf Tournament
SATURDAY, APRIL 30, 2011
PASADENA YACHT AND COUNTRY CLUB
6300 PASADENA POINT BOULEVARD, GULFPORT, FLORIDA
Check-in begins at 11:30 A.M.
Come early and practice your swing!
Shotgun Start at 1:00 P.M.
$85.00 Per Golfer
Fee includes use of driving range and
balls and a Club House dinner.
4-Person Best Ball Scramble
(USGA Rules)
AWARDS & PRIZES FOR ALL!
Men • Women • Seniors 65+

For Further Information and Entry Forms Contact:
Destry Fudge, Co-Chairman (727) 639-1084
Jim Cleaves, Co-Chairman (941) 924-4883
Sponsored By Theta Eta Lambda Education Foundation, Inc. • Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.
P.O. Box 15024, St. Petersburg, FL 33733
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COMMUNITY NEWS
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Courtesy of

Saturday, April 23 - TASCO Yard Sale, Crescent Lake
Park, corner of 22nd Ave. N. and 5th St. N.,
St. Petersburg, FL. 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Browse more than
70 participants to find everything from what-nots to
collectibles. Proceeds benefit TASCO Teen Programs.
Call 727-893-7813 for information.
Saturday, April 23 -Saturday Morning Market, Al Lang
Field parking Lot, corner of 1st Ave. and 1st St. S.,
9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Visit the largest farmer's market in
Florida for a variety of fresh and organic produce,
gourmet baked goods, prepared foods, plants and
flowers, arts and crafts or a variety of handcrafted items.
Visit www.saturdaymorningmarket.com.

Sunday, April 24 - Easter Sunrise Celebration at
The Pier, 800 2nd Ave. N.E., 6:30 p.m. Celebrate Easter
with music from the Salvation Army Band during this
free sunrise service. Rev. Doug McMahon, director of
Eckerd College Campus Ministries and Chaplain will
provide the sermon "Finding Life." Free metered parking
along The Pier approach until 9 a.m or park in The Pier
metered lots for $3 per car. Trolleys will transport worshipers beginning at 6 a.m. Free-will offering benefits
Florida Resurrection House to help Tampa Bay's
homeless or working poor families with minor children.
For more information, call all 727-821-6443 or visit
www.stpetepier.com.

Move into a 2nd floor unit and receive a $100 Bonus !

BETHEL AME CHURCH PRESENTS

NORTH COUNTY
Citizen’s Alliance Program Center
TA R P O N S P R I N G S
- North County Youth
Programs
One on one and group
tutoring sessions in reading and
writing are provided for the
youth. Interactive literacy activities between students and adults
are provided, in partnership with
external tutoring agencies.
Classes ranging from K-5
g ra d e s us e the Corre ctive
Reading (CR) curriculum - a
researched based direct instructional reading program. The
students learn vocabulary words,
prefixes and suffixes, as well as
workbook comprehension.
After-the-Bell (ATB) curriculum is a research based
reading program that the teachers
are using at their leisure within
their classrooms as part of their
reading enhancement efforts with
the students. This curriculum is
best suited for students to work
independently with its many
learning components.

Summer Academic
Enrichment Program
Summer camp provides
a ssista nc e to s t u d en t s i n
Mathematics, Reading,
Technology and other academic
areas. Students who are below
grade level in reading receive
specialized reading assistance.
Field trips are scheduled on a
weekly basis.
Youth Development
Te c h n o l o g y p r o g r a m
provides computer skills training
for peer mentors to teach students
how to use the computer, care and
maintenance of the system,
software applications, use of
online school books, etc.
Youth Leadership and
Career Club
Youth, ages 9 - 17, participate
in career exploration and have the
opportunity to develop leadership
skills. During the hours and days
that school is not in session, they
engage in positive activities,
network and plan community

events. Activities and events are
free to attendees. The energetic
and positive atmosphere provides
an outlet for constructive activities in the community. This
program also provides an innovative approach to experiential
learning, networking, and skills
b u i l d i n g - al l fo cu s ed o n
preparing youth for their future
endeavors.
Cultural Arts Program
Through the use of visual and
performing arts (Kick into Fit,
dance classes, etc.), the youth experience discipline, personal development, increased awareness of their
relationship to the social environment, cultural competency and
community connectivity.
Boys to Men
Assists young males in developing their skills, abilities and
God-given potential; works on
developing their confidence,
realistic goals, conflicts and
difficult choices in a positive
manner - teaches them character

education, how to make good
choices and decisions, and
resiliency skills. It is designed to
work with males 9 years of age
and older.
Girls United
Understands and respects
the different developmental
pathways and experiences that
shape girls’lives; works on developing a positive self-image;
allows girls to voice their ideas
and opinions in a safe environment; learn to respect themselves
and others; understand diversity,
cultural heritage and make wise
and healthy choices. These girls,
ages 9 to 12 years of age, meet
once a week.
Book Club
Pr o m o t e s l i t e r a c y a n d
learning in a fun environment;
provides books on relevant topics
of interest to youth; and guided
discussions (at various locations)
promote critical thinking about
their behaviors and choices. This
program is for youth, ages 9 - 14.

Gen. Adm. $20
VIP $30
+$5 at door
+$5 to carry-out

SUNDAY, MAY 1st, 2011 • Lake Vista Rec. Center
1401 62nd Ave. S., St. Petersburg

For more information, call 727-580-5637
If you are 62 years or
disabled on a limited income
YOU MAY QUALIFY FOR A
RENT SUBSIDIZED APARTMENT
at

MLF TOWERS
540 Second Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL
Call us at (727) 823-1575
FL Relay TTY 1-800-955-8771

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed???

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617
Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

YOU DON’T
HAVE TO
BE A HERO
TO BE A

HERO
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HEALTH AND EDUCATION
Lymph Node Study
May Change
Breast Cancer Treatment
WA S H I N G T O N (TRICEEDNEYWIRE.COM) According to a new study, early
breast cancer patients may not
need multiple lymph nodes
removed, a common practice
used to prevent the spread of
tumors.
Research, published in The
J o u rn al of the Ame rica n
Medical Association Feb. 9,
found that the procedure does
not increase survival rates of
women with early stages of the
cancer.
During the painful
treatment that can lead to
s w e l ling, dis comfort and
numbness, physicians cut out
cancerous lymph node tissues
f ro m the ar m pit. Medic al
researchers say the underarm is
the first place invasive cancer
spreads.
Lymph node removal has
been commonplace for 100
years, since doctors began performing mastectomies. Yet, the
new study’s ten researchers
concluded it might be more
detrimental than beneficial
because of risks associated with
the surgery, and the minimal
variation in survival rates
between women who have the

procedure and those who do
not.
For a little over six years,
the researchers followed 891
early breast cancer patients
receiving treatment in 115
different medical centers.
The women were
subjected to lumpectomies and
radiation or chemotherapy to
treat their tumors and had
biopsies that revealed one or
two cancerous l y m p h
nodes. Some were
randomly selected to have ten
or more additional nodes
removed; for others, the nodes
were not removed. Six years
later, the cancer recurrence
and survival rates for both
groups w e r e a l m o s t t h e
s a m e , researchers said.
Researchers say this
means that for women with
very small tumors in the early
stage of the disease—about 20
per cent or 40,000 patients a
year—need no more than one
or two lymph nodes removed
for quick evaluations.
“This is such a radical
change in thought that it’s been
hard for many people to get
their heads around it,” said Dr.
Monica Morrow, one of the

study’s authors, to The New
York Times.
Nonetheless, some
medical centers are already
ret h i n k i n g t h e p ro ced u re
b as ed o n t h e fi n d i n g s . A
spokeswoman said oncologists
at Johns Hopkins Hospital
called a meeting soon after
learning the study’s conclusions back in September.
Spokeswoman Vanessa
Wasta said Hopkins physicians
now allow breast cancer
patients to opt out of
lymph node removal if they
met the qualifications.
“This can significantly
improve the clinical outcome
of patients by reducing the
complications associated
with complete nodal dissection without a negative
effect on survival or local
recu rren ce, ” Dr. M eh ran
Habibi, assistant professor of
surgery at Johns Hopkins said
in a Hopkins blogpost.
It is still unclear if the
findings can apply to other
forms of cancer or if lymph
node removal is still necessary
for patients who have not
undergone chemotherapy or
radiation.

What Is Post Traumatic
Stress Disorder?
BY MAYAANGELOU
RESEARCH CENTER ON
MINORITY HEALTH
WA S H I N G T O N (TRICEEDNEYWIRE.COM) Many events within the past decade
have brought certain mental health
conditions, especially posttraumatic stress disorder (PTSD), to
the forefront of Americans’ discussions about health. The National
Institute on Mental Health (NIMH)
definition of PTSD is: an anxiety
disorder that can develop after
exposure to a traumatic event or
ordeal in which grave physical
harm occurred or was threatened.
Traumatic events that may trigger
PTSD include violent personal
assaults, nature or human-caused
disasters, accidents, or military
combat.
Most often, persons who are
involved in traumatic events have a
brief period of difficulty coping
with the event, but with proper
treatment and time, they usually get
better. However, sometimes the
effects of the event can last for
months or years, and make it very
difficult for a person to live a
normal life.
NIMH states that symptoms of
PTSD commonly appear within the
first three months of the traumatic
event, but sometimes they may not
occur until weeks, months or even

years after the event. There are
three common categories of PTSD
symptoms: re-experiencing,
avoidance/numbing, and hyperarousal (extremely heightened
emotions). According to NIMH, reexperiencing symptoms may cause
problems in a person’s everyday
routine, can start from the person’s
own thoughts and feelings, and
words, objects, or situations that are
reminders of the event can also
trigger re-experiencing. Avoidance
symptoms often cause a person to
largely change their personal
routine. Hyper-arousal symptoms
are usually constant, instead of
being triggered by things that
remind a person of the event.
Common symptoms include:
re-experiencing; flashbacks, or
reliving the traumatic event for
minutes or even days at a time;
upsetting dreams about the
traumatic event; and
avoidance/numbing.
Symptoms of avoidance and
emotional numbing may include:
Trying to avoid thinking or talking
about the traumatic event; feeling
emotionally numb; avoiding activities you once enjoyed; hopelessness about the future; memory
problems; trouble concentrating;
difficulty maintaining close relationships; hyper-arousal; irritability
or anger; overwhelming guilt or
shame; self-destructive behavior,

such as drinking too much; trouble
sleeping; being easily startled or
frightened; and hearing/seeing
things that aren’t there.
What is the treatment for
PTSD?
The most common treatments
for PTSD are talk therapy (also
known as psychotherapy) and medications - sometimes both. It is
important to remember that while
one type of treatment works for one
person, it may not work for another,
so it is essential to be treated by a
mental health professional who can
determine what is best for an individual.
It is also important to
remember that it is normal to have
many different feelings after you
have experienced a traumatic event.
These feelings may cause you
anxiety or fear, affect your sleeping
or eating patterns, or even cause
nightmares or crying, among other
feelings.
Traumatic events affect
everyone differently. However, if
you notice that you or a loved one
have symptoms that persist, are
severe, or are having difficulty
being able to return to normal life,
you should talk to a mental health
professional. If there is a danger of
hurting yourself/themselves or
others, you should call 911 immediately. For further information call
toll-free 1-877-530-1824.

What Causes The Drop Out Rate For African-American Students?
BYRONALD W. HOLMES, PH.D.
Part one of two.
WA S H I N G T O N (TRICEEDNEYWIRE.COM) D r. C har les Dr ew, Ge orge
Washington Carver, Dr. Patricia
Bath and Garrett A. Morgan are
African-Americans who found
inventions or cures to many
problems plaguing society and ultimately improved the lives of
people throughout the world.
These inventions have spanned the
spectrum.
For example, Dr. Drew

invented the blood bank, saving the
lives of people through blood
transfusions. Carver invented
peanut products, enriching the
lives of people through 300 uses of
peanuts such as making cooking
oil. Dr. Bath invented a Laserphaco
Probe and developed the procedure
for using it to perform cataract
surgery, restoring the sight of
people who had been blind for
almost 30 years. Morgan invented
the gas mask and traffic light,
enabling people to breathe in
hazardous environments and avoid

crashing their automobiles into
other people.
These African-Americans’
inventions play a significant role in
our standard of living. We are
indebted to them for their contributions which respond to the critical
needs of our society. As we pay
h o m ag e t o t h es e Afri can Americans, a significant concern
for today is the enormous high
school dropout rate of our AfricanAmerican students. The questions
to be asked are: What cause the
dropout rate of African-American

students? What is the impact of
students dropping out of school
early? Most importantly, what can
we do to prevent our AfricanAmerican students from dropping
out of school?
Researchers report that in
2007, about 32.2 percent of all
students in America’s public
schools did not graduate from high
school with a regular diploma,
whereas, about 46 percent of all
African-American students did not
graduate from high school with the
same diploma. Annually, about 1.2

million students drop out of school
which equates to 7,000 students
dropping out each school day, or
one child every 26 seconds.
Researchers also report that a
plethora of reasons exist for
African-American student dropout
rate. Some reasons include high
school exit exams, home environment, poverty, peer pressure, poor
academic achievement, low
teacher and parental involvement,
school curriculum and discipline,
violence, drugs and criminal
offenses. According to the Office

of Justice Program, there were 2.18
million juvenile arrests of children
under the age of 18 in 2007. Of that
number, African-American
juveniles accounted for 51 percent
of the crimes although they
represent only 17 percent of the
youth population. The most serious
offenses of African-American
juvenile arrests were for murder,
forcible rape, robbery, aggravated
assault, burglary, motor vehicle
theft, weapons and drug abuse.
Read part two in next week’s
edition of The Weekly Challenger.

CALVARY CATHOLIC
C EMETERY
Burial Spaces Pre-Need $990.00
Cremation Niches $990.00 Complete
Interest Free Financing

727-572-4355
5233 118th Ave. N., Clearwater
St. Petersburg Alumnae Chapter of
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc.
2011 Prayer Breakfast

“Empowering Communities through Service…
Celebration 50 Years”

Keynote Speaker:
Dr. Julia McMillan, Sr. Pastor
New Dawn Restoration Center
Tampa, FL
“Therefore if you have any encouragement from
being united with Christ, if any comfort from his
love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any
tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my joy
complete by being like-minded, having the same
love, being one in spirit and of one mind. 3 Do
nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit.
Rather, in humility value others above yourselves,
4
not looking to your own interests but each of you
to the interests of the others. 5 In your relationships with one another have the same mindset as
Christ Jesus.” Philippians 2:1-5

The St. Petersburg Alumnae
Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority,
Inc. encourages this community to join
them on Saturday, April 30, 2011 at the
beautiful St. Petersburg Hilton, 333 First
Street South, St. Petersburg Florida, 8:30
a.m. at their 2011 Prayer Breakfast.
Recognizing the need to convene
collectively to pray for our country, our
state and our city, the St. Petersburg
Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority, Inc. will provide an opportunity
for our community to fellowship and
renew spirit through song and praise.

This soul stirring event will be led
by gospel host Michael Walker of
WRXB Radio. This year’s speaker is the
renowned Dr. Julia McMillan, Pastor of
the New Dawn Restoration Center,
Tampa Florida with musical performances by guitarist T. Foxx and local
recording artist “Chosen.” Please plan
now to be a part of this humbling experience of prayer, praise and rededication.
Tickets are available through any
member of the St. Petersburg Alumnae
Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority.
FMI Call: (727) 278-6199.

Things happen when people of God pray.

YOU DON’T HAVE TO

BE A HERO
TO BE A HERO

C
OMPANION PLANS
Affordable Final Expense Life Insurance
LOSING A LOVED ONE CAN MEAN
MORE THAN JUST EMOTIONAL BURDENS
At the time of your death, how will your loved ones
pay for your final expenses and financial obligations?
COMPANION PLANS GUARANTEE:
• Your premium will never increase regardless of
your age or health.
• Your face amount will never decrease regardless
of your age or health.
• Your policy cannot be cancelled because of your age
or health as long as premiums are paid currently.
• Your policy will build cash values should you need
a loan for any reason.
• Life insurance death benefits are paid tax-free to the
beneficiary.

Speak with
JAMES REED
at Senior Life
Services Today!

CALL
813-405-5520
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ENTERTAINMENT

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”

Source: Wikipedia Free Library

Jazz At The Vinoy
Present Dizzy ‘N Bird
In case you haven’t heard, the Renaissance
Vinoy Resort and Golf Club is the new “in” spot
for good, solid, swinging jazz. Rick Gee’s Jazz
Jamm has recently relocated from the Bayview
Room at the Mahaffey Theater to the showplace
of the St. Petersburg waterfront, the historic
Vinoy© Renaissance St. Petersburg, Florida
Resort & Golf Club, where jazz concerts are
alternated between the Plaza and Royal
Ballrooms.
Friday, the Plaza Ballroom was fired up by
the Valerie Gillespie Ensemble. This musical
group is comprised of Ms. Gillespie on reeds
and vocal, Rick Steuart, keyboards, Dave
Rudolph, drums and guest trumpeter John
DePaola of Orlando. Together they presented a
musical program featuring tunes dating back to
the 40s and 50s with a theme of “Dizzy ‘n Bird.”
The concert theme was adopted for two jazz
icons, Charles “Yardbird” Parker and John
Birks “Dizzy” Gillespie (not related to Ms.
Gillespie). Parker who was eminently referred
to as “Bird” or “Yardbird” was a jazz saxophonist and composer. Gillespie who was affectionately called “Dizzy” was a jazz trumpet player,
bandleader, vocalist, and composer. Both jazz
musicians are considered to have been major
figures in the development of bebop and
modern jazz. Together and individually, Bird
and Dizzy taught and influenced many other
musicians.
Parker is widely considered to be one of the
most influential of jazz musicians, and Gillespie
is said to be one of the greatest jazz trumpeters
of all time. They approached melody, rhythm,
and harmony imaginatively, as no one else
before them. Thus, the development of bebop,
a type of jazz characterized by fast tempos,
instrumental virtuoso technique, and improvisa-

tion based on the combination of harmonic
structure and melody.
Gillespie and DePaola performed familiar
tunes like “Billie’s Bounce,” “Night in
Tunisia,” “Now’s the Time,” “Stella,” “Round
Midnight,” “Groovin’High,” and
“Anthropology.” They demonstrated their outstanding talent by Gillespie singing “How High
the Moon” while, at the same time, DePaola
played “Ornithology” on trumpet; real cool!
DePaola and Gillespie also demonstrated their
ability to play ballads with DePaola playing the
melody on “Embraceable You” and Gillespie
providing her own style of intricate improvisation on alto saxophone.
Both Gillespie and DePaola brilliantly
interpreted Bird and Dizzy’s tunes, and together
could have been considered to have performed
as a “rhythmic stimulus.”
Gillespie is a jazz musician who thinks as
hard as she plays. Since the first time I heard her
perform, I have rated her horn playing as the
best, or one of the best, horn players in the state.
Not many horn players in the area have earned
the reputation bestowed by loyal fans as the
matchless Valerie Gillespie, and with good
reason … the lady can play!
Friday’s concert at the Vinoy was super! In
fact, we’re already discussing a follow-up
concert, i.e. Birth of the Blues. Stay tuned!
Remember to “Keep Jazz Alive” by
“Supporting Live Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any feedback? I
would like to hear from YOU! You may visit
my website at: rickgeesjazzjamm.com or email
me at jazzjamm@aol.com. You may also mail
your letters to Rick Gee’s Jazz Jamm, c/o The
Weekly Challenger, 2500 ML King St. S., St.
Petersburg, FL 33705.

Pamela Suzette ‘Pam’Grier
Force. She has one sister and one
brother, and is a cousin of football
player Rosey Grier. Because of her
father’s military career, her family
moved frequently during her
childhood, to various places such as
England, and eventually settled in
Denver, Colorado, where she
attended East High School. While
there she appeared in a number of
stage productions, and participated
in beauty contests to raise money for
Pamela Suzette “Pam” Grier college tuition at Metropolitan State
(born May 26, 1949) is an Emmy College.
Grier moved to Los Angeles,
Award nominated American actress.
She came to fame in the early 1970s, California in 1967, where she was
after starring in a string of moderate- initially hired as a receptionist at the
ly successful women in prison films American International Pictures
and blaxploitation films such as (AIP) company. She was discovered
1974’s Foxy Brown. Her career was by director Jack Hill, who cast her in
revitalized in 1997 after her appear- his women in prison films “The Big
ance in Quentin Tarantino’s film Doll House” (1971), and “The Big
Jackie Brown. She is one of a few Bird Cage” (1972). While under
African-American actresses to have contract at AIP, she became a staple
received a Golden Globe nomina- of early 1970s blaxploitation
tion for Best Actress. She has also movies, playing big, bold, assertive
been nominated for a SAG as well roles, beginning with Jack Hill’s
as a Satellite Award for her perform- “Coffy” (1973), in which she plays a
ance in the iconic film Jackie nurse who seeks revenge on drug
Brown. Rotten Tomatoes has ranked dealers; her character was advertised
her as the second Greatest Female in the trailer as the “baddest onechick hit-squad that ever hit town!”
Heroine in film history.
Grier was born in Winston- The film, which was filled with
Salem, North Carolina, U.S., the sexual and violent elements typical
daughter of Gwendolyn Sylvia (née of the genre, was a box office hit.
Samuels), a homemaker and nurse, Grier was noted as the first Africanand Clarence Ransom Grier, who American female to headline a film,
worked as a mechanic and Technical as protagonists of previous blaxSergeant in the United States Air ploitation films were all male. In his

review of “Coffy,” film critic Roger
Ebert noted that Grier was an actress
of “beautiful face and astonishing
form” and that she possessed a kind
of “physical life” missing from other
actresses. Grier subsequently played
similar characters in the AIPfilms
“Foxy Brown” (1974), “Friday
Foster” and “Sheba, Baby” (both
1975).
With the demise of blaxploitation, Grier’s career went on hiatus
for many years. She acquired progressively larger character roles in
the 1980s, including a prostitute in
Fort Apache the Bronx (1981), a
witch in Something Wicked This
Way Comes (1983), and Steven
Seagal’s detective partner in Above
the Law (1988). She made guest
appearances on “Miami Vice,”
“Martin,” “Night Court” and “The
Fresh Prince of Bel Air,” and also
had a recurring role in the TVseries
“Crime Story” between 1986 and
1988.
In the late 1990s Grier was a
cast member of the Showtime series
“Linc’s.” She again appeared in
1997 with the title role in Quentin
Tarantino’s “Jackie Brown,” a film
that partly paid homage to her ‘70s
blaxploitation movies. As of 2004,
she appears in the cable television
series The “LWord” as Kit Porter
and occasionally guest-stars in such
television series as “Law & Order:
Special Victims Unit” (where she is
a recurring character).

To All My Contributors,
To view schedule
of events visit:
www.rickgeesjazzjamm.com
For additional information
call 727-866-1844 or
email jazzjamm@aol.com

I feel so fortunate to have been chosen
as the First Attendant at the
Alpha Kappa Alpha Essence Pearls 2011
Debutante Scholarship Cotillion.
Thank you so much for your generosity in
supporting me in this experience.

Simone LeAnn Long

HOROSCOPES

April 21 - April 27, 2011

ARIES

LEO

SAGITTARIUS

This week is a good week for new investment of money,time or energy.Your
investment will be attractive to someone
who wants to help. Make the call. This
week let the feeling of being special
bathe you.

News that comes by phone,e-mail or
snail mail makes it easier for you to
remain upbeat.Focus on what is said.No
matter what it is, find the good in it. Invite
new insights. They could well come from
your lover.

TAURUS

VIRGO

Remember that you are in control of your
emotions this week.Things will look
brighter as soon as you let yourself feel
like the glowing spirit that you are. Cocreate your reality this week by using
positive emotions to remind yourself of
how wonderful you are.

Opportunity knocks this week,be ready
and waiting.An old love may resurface.
Take a good look.This week is good for
you financially.Look for a special opportunity at work. Families matters,spend time
with yours.

Don’t be dismayed if you tried to prevent
it but couldn’t.It was meant to happen,
and you were intended to learn from it.
Nothing was lost.Something was
delayed. After you’ve learned your lesson
the chance will come again.

GEMINI

LIBRA

AQUARIUS

They get on your nerves but you’ll profit
from joining with them in a common
effort.Pull close to an annoying buddy.
Joint adventures will pay ten-fold.
Household projects call. You and a lover
can finally reach the same page.

Your self-confidence is making you glow
all over! People are attracted to your outlook this week,and you may be deluged
with offers.Some may not be sincere,but
trust your fabulous instincts and you’ll
pick and choose what’s real for you.

Overall, the vibrations surrounding you
this week are very good, very good
indeed.Go with the best,and refuse to
allow any minor inconvenience to spoil
your sunny mood.You are going to have a
lovely week.

CANCER

SCORPIO

This week begins three weeks during
which success and romance are closely
related.Kill two birds with one stone.
Enjoy your feelings and let your brain
relax.Suspend all judgments of others.
Being stern won’t work for you this week.

Find motivation within yourself to complete a task that has been hanging
around too long.You will want to play
later in the week,and you’ll feel happier
then with a clear mind.Remember that
you’re the boss of your emotions.

CAPRICORN
You are in the middle of a dream coming
true.Watch for signs that your wish is
about to be granted. You’ll be very happy
with what you’ve achieved.

PISCES
Remember that you look marvelous! Be
prepared for lots of compliments this
week, and plan to accept them gracefully.
You may be planning a time period trip;
it’s going to be a nice getaway.

38 10 22
CA$H 3
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322
189
DOG DAYS

PRAISE 1590 AM WRXB

ALLGOSPEL, ALLTHETIME

Lock your dials to 1590 AM for Anointed Music 24/7…
For your listening pleasure,you can expect to hear a
wide selection of good Gospel music from quartets to
choirs,contemporary and inspirational.

LISTEN UP DAILY TO WRXB 1590 ANOINTED MUSIC

For Marketing and Promotions

Contact Donza Drummond

at (727) 865-1591

3-5 1-8
5-1 7-4
4-7 2-6

Email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com
Request Line (727) 864-1600
Office (727) 865-WRXB (1591)

3551 42nd Avenue South, Suite B-106
St. petersburg, FL 33713
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Iowa Turns To James Vandenberg At QB

James Vandenberg

BY LUKE MEREDITH
IOWA CITY, Iowa (AP) James Vandenberg’s first appearance as Iowa’s next starting quarterback was at times about as
sloppy as the weather.
On a m is er ably cold a nd
windy afternoon at Kinnick
Stadium that began with workers
removing snow from the turf,
Vandenberg sprinkled in bad
throws with good ones and saw a
few of his passes dropped by their
intended targets.
It wasn’t exactly the performance Vandenberg was hoping for
during Saturday’s final spring
practice. But Vandenberg put the
a ft e rnoon in per spec tive by
remembering the lessons he
learned playing behind Ricky
Stanzi, the quarterback he’s set to
replace next fall.
Stanzi “never really got
flustered and it’s like (Saturday).
Sometimes the ball just doesn’t
bounce your way. People are
going to drop the ball. The ball is
going to get tipped. It’s football.

You can only control what you can
control. I think drawing off that
from (Stanzi) will only help me,”
said Vandenberg, a redshirt junior
from Keokuk, Iowa.
It’s that kind of levelheaded
approach to the game that helped
Vandenberg become the heir
apparent to Stanzi whose occasionally rocky but ultimately
memorable t h ree-y ear s t i n t
Vandenberg hopes to emulate.
Stanzi shook off the interception problems that plagued him
earlier in his career and blossomed
into one of the nation’s finest
quarterbacks in 2010, throwing
for 25 touchdowns with just six
interceptions. Stanzi finished his
career with a 26-9 record and
should also be the first Iowa quarterback taken in the NFL Draft in
nearly 20 years later this month.
B ut unl i k e S t an zi , wh o
worked his way up from an afterthought to the starting job by
bea ting ou t i n cu m b en t J ak e
Christensen in 2008, Vandenberg
has been groomed to take over for
the past two seasons.
Vandenberg said he used his
time behind Stanzi to soak up
everything he could from him.
“He does things the right way,
which is what I learned over my
time here,” Vandenberg said of
Stanzi. “I got to watch him grow
from that first year when he was
battling (Christensen) to when he
had that up-and-down second
season it was like a roller coaster.
And then this last year, just the

changes he made and how he went
about himself. I mean, talk about a
cool-headed guy.”
The Hawkeyes are hoping
Vandenberg can build off the
limited but vital exposure he’s
already had.
Vandenberg, who left Keokuk
High as the most prolific passer in
Iowa prep history, was asked to
keep Iowa’s then-unbeaten season
afloat when Stanzi went down
with an ankle injury against
Northwestern two years ago. He
failed to do so, completing just 9
of 27 passes in a 17-10 loss, and
he followed up his debut with
three picks in an overtime loss at
Ohio State with the Big Ten title
on the line.
But Vandenberg’s poise was
evident in that loss in Columbus.
He responded to his first full week
of practice with the starting unit
by throwing for 233 yards and the
game-tying touchdown with 2:42
left in regulation.
“The experience I gained two
years ago, I can’t put a price on it,”
Vandenberg said.
Vandenberg, who at 6-foot-3
and 212 pounds is built a lot like
Stanzi, rarely saw the field in
2010. But according to offensive
coordinator
Ken
O’Keefe,
Vandenberg has earned credibility
behind the scenes with his work
ethic and approach much like
Stanzi did.
“The No. 1 way for a leader to
get respect is to provide a great
ex am p l e fo r ev ery b o d y el s e

around them, and I think James
does that in every aspect of his
life,” O’Keefe said. “He works
hard, studies hard, and he never
leaves the field without correcting
a mistake that he may have made
in practice.”
According to O’Keefe,
Vandenberg also has a strong
grasp of the Hawkeyes pro-style
system and has proven to be
“extremely” accurate in practice.
Va n d e n b e r g h a d l o n g
distanced himself from John
Wienke, a senior, and athletic but
untested redshirt freshman A.J.
Derby, who Ferentz said Saturday
were neck-and-neck for the
backup job.
Wh e t h e r Va n d e n b e rg c a n
handle the pressure that comes
with being the starter won’t be
known until next fall, but he’s
been preparing for that chance for
years now.
It’s an opportunity
Vandenberg earned by what he’s
proven to his teammates and
coaches behind the scenes.
“He’s a guy that’s respected ...
he’s got good leadership qualities
and everybody on the team
respects him, offense and
defensive guys,” Ferentz said.
“He’s worked extremely hard. The
thing he has to do now is go out
and have some success in game
conditions, and I think he will.
He’ll have some ups and downs
too, like all young players. But
we’re eager to see him play.”

Johnson Edges Bowyer
By A Whisker To Win Talladega

Jimmie Johnson and
Dale Earnhardt Jr.

BY PAUL NEWBERRY
TALLADEGA, Ala. (AP) Dale Earnhardt Jr. decided being a
good teammate was more
important than winning his first
Cup race in nearly three years.
At least he got the checkered
flag.
The tag team championship
would’ve been more appropriate.
Earnhardt hooked up with
Jimmie Johnson in a thrilling
Ta l l a dega tw o- s tep S unda y,
pushing his Hendrick Motorsports
teammate across the line about a
foot ahead of Clint Bowyer in a
finish that tied for the closest in
NASCAR Sprint Cup history.
Johnson claimed his first win of
the season and 54th of his career.
Junior has gone 101 races since
his last victory.
He’s OK with that.
“I was more comfortable
pushing Jimmie and I think we

were the faster combination
pushing that way,” Earnhardt said.
“If I couldn’t win the race, I wanted
Jimmie to win the race because I
had worked with him all day and he
is my teammate.”
The official margin was twothousandths of a second, tied with
Ricky Craven’s win at Darlington
in 2003 for the closest since
NASCAR went to electronic
timing.
It came down to an eight-car
sprint. Well, actually, four pairs of
cars, with only the guys at the front
of the tandems having a chance to
win the Aaron’s 499.
After laying back most of the
day, Johnson hugged the yellow
line at the bottom of the track
flirting with a penalty and edged
Bowyer at the line.
“I can’t thank Junior enough,”
Johnson said. “He made the
decision that my car was faster
leading. And the way these things
are finishing up, the lead car’s
going to get the win. ... He was
more worried about the team
having a good performance than
anything.”
The winner gave Earnhardt the
checkered flag.
“That just came to my mind,”
Johnson said. “He was like, ‘Man, I
don’t want that.’ But I told him, ‘I
have to give you something for the
push and working with me.’ He just
said, ‘That’s what teammates do.’”
There was a bit of dispute over
Johnson’s winning move. He
clearly touched the yellow line with
his left tires, but appeared to be
forced low by an attempted block
from his other two Hendrick
teammates, Jeff Gordon and pusher
Mark Martin. NASCAR officials
ruled it a legal pass.
“I was not focused on where the
yellow line was,” Johnson said. “I

was more worried about causing a
big pileup. Luckily, the 5 car
(Martin) quit coming down. I don’t
know where my left-side tires were,
but I’m glad we’re not here
worrying about that.”
Johnson got a huge run coming
out of the fourth turn, surged past
Gordon and Martin in the trioval
and beat out Bowyer in a four-wide
dash down the long finishing
s t r a i g h t a w a y a t Ta l l a d e g a
Superspeedway.
“Wh at a b u m m er, ” s ai d
Bowyer, who led a race-high 38
laps. “I saw him coming.”
Earnhardt was fourth. Kevin
Harvick, who was Bowyer’s
pusher, wound up fifth. Carl
Edwards almost got into the mix as
well, going right up against the
outside wall with Greg Biffle on his
bumper. He didn’t have enough
room to pull it off. The No. 99 car
finished sixth.
Biffle was seventh, while
Martin slipped to eighth just 0.145
seconds behind Johnson.
Hendrick Motorsports claimed
the top four spots in qualifying,
only the third team in NASCAR
history to sweep the first two rows
in a Cup race. They carried that
speed right to the end.
The finish made up for a day of
mostly lackluster racing with this
new tandem style, which the drivers
began using at the season-opening
Daytona 500 and really perfected at
the 2.66-mile Alabama trioval.
Rather than run together in
huge drafting packs, which used to
be the norm at the restrictor-plate
tracks, the drivers figured out they
can go even faster in pairs. So,
everyone cut deals before the race,
usually with teammates, and
swapped radio frequencies so they
could make changes on the fly if
needed once the green flag

dropped.
One guy in the pairing would
run out front for a while, then
they’d switch positions before the
driver doing the pushing overheated his car.
The most important thing was
hanging together. During an early
pit stop, Johnson stayed in a little
longer to make some adjustments
on his car. Earnhardt just idled in
his box, waiting to go back out with
his partner.
“It’s different,” said Chad
Knaus, Johnson’s crew chief. “It’s
definitely different.”
Even though 26 leaders
swapped the top spot 88 times,
tying the record set in last year’s
spring race at Talladega, there was a
lot of just riding-around. Many of
the lead changes were nothing more
than choreographed switches, the
main aim to stay out of trouble,
conserve the cars and have a chance
to race or at least push for the win.
But it sure was thrilling at the
end.
“With as crazy as it gets in these
closing laps,” Gordon said,
“sometimes a third is almost like a
victory at these type of race tracks.”
T h e r e w e r e n ’t a n y h u g e
crashes, but bumping cars from
behind and trading places at 190
mph doesn’t always go smoothly
especially when the second driver
in a tandem can’t see a thing except
the guy he’s pushing.
Matt Kenseth was among those
taken out in a wreck he had nothing
to do with.
Not surprisingly, he’s not a big
fan of tag teams.
“So much is out of your hands
here,” Kenseth said. “It’s a frustrating type of racing, to say the least. It
would be nice to be able to see and
control your own destiny a little
more.”

Cowboys And
Players Come
Together For
Charity

Jason Garrett

GRAPEVINE, Texas
(AP) - The Dallas Cowboys
and their coaches were back
together for one night.
The team held their
seventh annual Taste of the
NFL: The Ultimate Cowboys
Tailgate Party on Sunday
night, and several coaches and
players attended the event.
Contact between NFL
coaches and players is prohibited because of the
lockout, but the league
made an exception for longstanding charity events.
Wi t h a w r y s m i l e ,
Cowboys coach Jason Garrett
summed up how several of his
conversations would likely
go. “We’ll talk about the bread
and the water,” Garrett said.
The event has provided
funds for 3 million meals for
needy children in North Texas
through the North Texas Food
Bank. Chefs from some of the
top restaurants in the area had
19 eating stations, as well as a
silent and live auction.
Asked if the conversations would be awkward,
Garrett said: ``Not awkward
at all. We’re all here for this
event. The way the rules have
worked, we’re allowed to be
here together. Everyone is
focused on being here, having
a good time and supporting
this event.’’
Linebacker DeMarcus
Ware hosted the event at the
Glass Cactus at the Gaylord
Texan Resort, and never

thought of locking himself out
of it.
“Giving back is what I
do,” said Ware, who has
hosted it for the past six years.
“To be able to do that even
with what’s going on with the
NFL, it doesn’t matter. I’d do
it regardless.”
Along with Ware, current
players Jason Witten, Andre
Gurode, Stephen McGee, Phil
Costa, L.P. Ladouceur and
David Buehler attended.
Assistant coaches Rob Ryan,
Wade Wilson, Wes Phillips,
John Garrett, Brian Baker and
Joe DeCamillis were on hand,
too, as well as assistant
director of player personnel
Todd Williams.
Former Cowboys
running back Preston
Pearson, who co-hosted the
event, agreed with Garrett but
knew the lockout cloud would
still be there.
“It’s a little bit unfortunate
because active and former
players are in a precarious
situation when it comes to
showing any divisive nature
with regards to the collective
bargaining agreement,” he
said. “It’s just a touchy
situation, but I think you’ll see
all the players - mentally and
physically - will show support
with what we’re doing.”
The NFL owners locked
out the players on March 12,
its first work stoppage in 24
years. Ware said he recently
joined a private gym in the
Dallas-Fort Worth suburb of
Southlake, and has picked up
Pilates to improve his flexibility.
“I’m ready to play,” Ware
said. “Everybody is going to
be ready because you never
know when (the lockout is
going to end). It’s going to
come, and then it’s going to be
time to play.”

Miami QB
Situation Still
Undecided As
Spring Ends
FORT LAUDERDALE
(AP) - Miami’s competition
for the starting quarterback
job will continue into fall
practice.
Stephen Morris
completed 14 of 22 passes
for 140 yards and two touchdowns Saturday, leading his
Green team to a 30-17 win
in Miami’s spring game.
Jacory Harris completed
18 of 30 passes for 140 yards
for the Orange team, with two
interceptions.
“I’m disappointed about
the interceptions,” first-year
head coach Al Golden said.
Golden indicated several
times during the spring
practice season, which ended
Saturday, that he did not
anticipate a starter to emerge
until training camp. Miami
starts formal practice for the
2011 season on Aug. 5.
He did not change his
thinking after Saturday’s
scrimmage before 11,274
fans at Lockhart Stadium.

“We’ll see how they
evolve in the summer and
preseason camp,” Golden
said. “It’s too close to call
right now.”
Lamar Miller rushed 10
times for 166 yards and three
touchdowns for the Green
team, which got seven
catches for 81 yards and a
touchdown from Kendall
Thompkins.
Storm Johnson ran for 34
yards on seven carries for the
Orange team.
Many members of
Miami’s 2001 national championship team - including
Ken Dorsey, Andre Johnson,
Bryant McKinnie and Antrel
Rolle - were honored at
halftime. NFL stars Jon
Beason and Devin Hester
were also on the sidelines as
well as Pro Football Hall of
Famer Michael Irvin.
Miami officials said
about 300 football alumni
were back in town for the
weekend events.
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STATE & NATIONAL NEWS
Budget-Conscious States
Rethink Food Stamp Ban
For Drug Felons
BY MARJORIE VALBRUN
WA S H I N G T O N
(TRICEEDNEYWIRE.COM) When the landmark welfare
reform law was enacted in
1996, the political rallying cry
was “ending welfare as we
know it.” Today, a move is
underway to rescind some of
the law’s punitive measures,
such as provisions that permit
states to deny welfare benefits
and food stamps to people
c o n v icted of f elony drug
crimes.
These provisions were
intended to prevent selling or
trading food stamps for drugs,
but widespread budget deficits
and steep recidivism rates are
prompting state governments
that enforce the benefit bans to
rethink the policy amid high
unemployment and escalating
prison costs. New Jersey and
South Dakota are the latest
states to reverse course and
allow drug felons to receive
public assistance.
Advocates for former
felons are seizing the moment
to make the case that the
restrictions are counterproductive in tough economic times,
and they are urging state and
congressional lawmakers to
remove the benefits ban.
Convicted felons have difficulty getting jobs even in good
economic times, and public
assistance and food stamps are

critical income supports during
the transition from prison, the
advocates say.
“When individuals with
drug convictions are denied
food stamps and cash benefits,
establishing economic stability
upon reentry becomes more
difficult, and it becomes more
likely that they may return to
criminal activity and drug use
instead of maintaining sobriety
and obtaining gainful employment,” says Elizabeth Farid,
deputy director of the Legal
Action Center’s National
H.I.R.E. Network.
The network seeks to
increase job opportunities for
those with criminal records,
advocating for ending public
policies and employment
practices that further penalize
felons who have served their
time.
Opponents of the restrictions say the ban has disproportionately affected women
and people of color, who are
more likely than whites to be
charged and convicted for drug
crimes.
Many states have opted out
of the law banning drug felons
from the Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program
(SNAP), as the food stamp
program is now called, and
Temporary Assistance for
Needy Families (TANF), the
welfare program. Other states
have modified the bans and

made them less punitive.
Because the federal government fully funds food stamps,
allowing felons to receive
them does not burden state
budgets.
Ten states still have the
food stamp ban. Lawmakers in
three of them—West Virginia,
Missouri, and Delaware—have
proposed
legislation
that
would remove the ban. Eleven
states maintain the TANF ban.
In Georgia, where the 67
percent recidivism rate is one
of the highest in the country
and where more than 50,000
people are in its state prison
facilities, lawmakers have
maintained the ban.
Democratic State Sen.
Emanuel Jones, chairman of
the Georgia Legislative Black
Caucus, introduced a bill
during the last session that
proposed restoring eligibility
for food stamp and welfare
benefits for drug felons who
had served their time. “It didn’t
get any traction at all,” he says,
adding that he plans to
introduce a measure this year
proposing restoration just of
food stamp benefits.
R eg ard i n g i t s p ro s p ect s ,
however, Jones says, “I think
the chances are very slim.”
“We lock up a lot of people
here, and we apparently want
to keep them there,” he says,
referring to the high recidivism
rate.

Education Over Incarceration
Part two of a two part series
Continued from last week’s
edition
of
The
Weekly
Challenger.
“In California, where I
grew up in the 1970s, the state
spent 3 percent of its budget on
incarceration and 11 percent on
education. Last year, the state
spent 11 percent on incarceration and only 7.5 percent on
public higher education. That
trend is repeated across the
country. When Pennsylvania
was faced with a budget crisis,
the state took $300 million out
of its public education budget
and added $300 million to its
budget for jails and prisons in a
single budget year,” said
Jealous.
“Georgia has the fifth
largest penal system in the
country, three-quarters of
whom are low-level, nonviol e n t d r ug off enders—the
number one source of the
prison population, both in
growth rate and size over the
last three decades. This is
why states like New York and
others are shifting the priority
from incarceration to
treatment. South Carolina
took that step last year. For
example, people convicted for
possessing crack are treated the
same as those convicted of
possessing powdered cocaine,
something that the U.S.
Congress hasn’t even been able
to do,” he continued.
“This moment is exciting
for a few reasons. There’s a
lot of financial pressure on
states. Every decision is a

tough one and every decision
related to the criminal justice
system is now getting full
attention in a way that they
often don’t. This comes from
people on both sides of the
aisle as officials look for ways
to creatively cut budgets and
are willing to do tough things
to accomplish that,” said
Jealous.
“It’s also exciting because
we’ve reached a point where
we’ve tried so many ways to
deal with the increase of drug
abuse in the country and the
perceived increase in crime
although, in actual terms,
crime has fallen in many
places. It’s the consensus that
these things have failed.
People on both sides of the
aisle are now willing to look at
the evidence and really
embrace what works. It
worked in New Yo rk . It
worked in South Carolina. It
worked in Virginia, where the
governor actually shrank down
the number of prisons and
increased a portion of his
budget devoted to historically
Black colleges. In these times
when there is so much partisanship, this is a place where
bipa rtisanshi p i s real l y
possible,” Jealous said.
On the implementation of
this plan, Jealous said: “If you
have a state that is taking this
on for the first time, like
Georgia is right now, the first
thing to do is to impanel a commission to look at the state’s
criminal justice system from

top to bottom—law enforcement strategies, sentencing
strategies and re-entry strategies—and to prioritize writing
legislation to replace failed
policies with ones that are
proven to make us safer. That
tends to result in policies that
cost less in the way that rehab
costs less than incarceration, or
in the way that a halfway
house, as a first step to re-entry,
costs less than incarceration.”
“For decades, law enforcement has been operating on a
broken window theory: The
best way to stop a more serious
crime from occurring is to
focus on the smallest infractions in a community. It ultimately is inefficient and ineffective,” he said.
“The city of Los Angeles is
notorious for its aggressive
police practices — anything
from jaywalking on up. Last
year, it was revealed that they
had 12,000 unopened rape kits
that hadn’t even been
processed. There is a need for
the public to take an interest in
this. Catching violent
criminals should be job one,
and in many instances that’s
just not the case in most departments. The ideal is to focus on
what works and what makes us
safe. We are calling on states
to put together commissions to
focus on what works and
propose a series of reforms,”
Jealous concluded.
Billboards are planned for
New York, Washington, D.C.,
and Los Angeles.
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Castor To Vote Against
Republican Budget
WASHINGTON, D.C. – In
one of the most high profile
votes of the Republican-led
Congress, U.S. Rep. Kathy
Castor announced her intended
vote this afternoon against the
GOP budget plan to end
Medicare and replace it with a
voucher system that would
reduce benefits and shift costs to
older Americans and their
families.
“Today’s vote on the
Republican budget is one of the
most important votes members
will ever cast, especially for a
Floridian,” Castor said. “The
Republican’s plan to end
Medicare breaks the promise to
older Americans that after a
lifetime of work they will be able
to depend on Medicare to protect
them in retirement.”
The Republican Medicare
plan would replace Medicare as
we know it by turning it into a
voucher program to cover health
care expenses through private
insurance companies. Rather
than direct relationships with
their personal doctors, seniors
would be at the mercy of private
insurance companies, and the
value of the voucher would
decline over time. The nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office
analyzed
the
Republican
proposal and found that it would

more than double Medicare beneficiary costs in 2022, from
$5,538 to $12,513.
“Not one dollar of that
increase goes to reducing the
deficit. Instead, it would go to
cover the higher costs of private
plans that Republicans would
force seniors to join,” Castor
said.
The average senior would be
forced to pay twice the cost, for
what could be half the benefits.
Benefits seniors enjoy under
present-day Medicare would be
unobtainable
because
of
increased premiums and out-ofpocket costs. Combined with the
immediate,
dramatic
and
harmful cuts to nursing home
care per Medicaid reduced
services, all older Americans and
their families have reason to be
worried.
“Medicare has allowed our
parents and grandparents to live
in dignity in their retirement
years,” Castor said. “Medicare is
a promise we have made to each
other. The Republican budget
shreds the contract with older
Americans that, after a lifetime
of work, the cost of health care
and long-term care will not
bankrupt them and their families.
Medicare has been a pillar of
retirement security and has kept
families out of poverty for

decades. The Republican plan to
destroy Medicare does not save
money. It simply shifts the costs
to older Americans and their
families.”
Castor has been vocal in her
criticism of the Republican plan.
She spoke on the House floor
last week and again last night,
saying we need to save
Medicare. She also held a
telephone town hall Wednesday
night with AARP to outline
Medicare benefits under the
Affordable Care Act and how
proposed Republican changes
could affect seniors and younger
generations.
“The high-profile vote today
demonstrates the stark differences in our outlook for our great
country,” Castor said. “At a time
when we need to be focused on
creating jobs, the Republican
plan to end Medicare, slash
investments in education and
eliminate future transportation
initiatives is a pessimistic and
unnecessary course. While we
all agree that we must tackle the
debt, the Republican plan has the
wrong priorities. It is focused on
helping
corporate
special
interests and Wall Street, not
reducing the deficit or helping
the country with investments in
our seniors, our students and our
infrastructure.”
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

First Baptist Institutional Church

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

Mission Statement:
Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

If you are brokenhearted in spirit, unable to forgive, dealing with issues
of love, anger, deception, betrayal, lied and cheated, and kicked to the curb. Tune into this weekly
broadcast for an empowering and anointed word thru God’s Radio Angel and messenger.

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

Princess Denise Wright
Radio Host /
TV Personality

Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Need Prayer: Call Matters of the Heart Unity Prayer Line ( Mon-Wed-Fri)
5:30 AM- 6:30 AM (ph# 1-641-715-3200) access code: 135478 ( hit # sign)
Sunday Radio Broadcast: WNQM-1300AM ( Nashville, TN. ) 11:45 AM - 12:00 PM
Live streaming audio ( www.wwcr.com) click WNQM
Thursday Nights: 9:15 PM - 9:30 PM ( EST)
Universal Christian Radio: www.universalchristianradio.com
Saturdays: 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM ( EST) Matters of the Heart Radio & Connecting Point
Ministries, Pastor Kisha Jordan, Radio Ministry Jackie Mc Gee
( Love, Joy, Peace & Holy Spirit Radio Ministry)

Email: princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com•727-289-2475 (bus)
www.mattersoftheheartministry.org

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.” Psalms 51:10

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH
Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

United for Christ

10th Street Church Of God

Freewill Baptist Church

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

(727) 898-9407
Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Friendship

Wednesday Night Bible Study ......................7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service .............................11:00 a.m.

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

Friday Night: 8:00 p.m.

3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday School. ..............................................9:30 a.m.

727-258-4993
www.ufcfbaptistchurch.org

SERVICE TIMES

Missionary Baptist Church

Sunday................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving

Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study

Thursday..........7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana

“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

Sabbath Day (Saturday)
• Prayer – 10:00 a.m.
• Sabbath School
10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
• Afternoon Worship 1:30 p.m.

Bishop James W. Paschal - Pastor
930 18th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-550-2521
“Come to the House where Jesus is Lord and the anointing of God is the Teacher”

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

SERVICES
Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Sunday

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday

Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday

Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Thursday

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

PLACE YOUR
CHURCH DIRECTORY
AD HERE!!
CALL 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .5:00p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m.& 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK

OF

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School:.....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion:............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship:............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service:.......................................10:30 a.m.
Saintsof Prayer each Monday...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015
THE ROCK OFJESUS ISLOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida
Rev. Brian K. Brown

By The Word of Faith Church Inc.
558 28th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL33712
Phone: 727-328-0788 • Fax: 727-328-8460

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

BETHELMETROPOLITAN BAPTISTCHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Service Times and Schedules
EVERY TUESDAY-THURSDAY FROM 10 AM - 2 PM
COME AND GET A BAG OF FOOD ONCE A MONTH

Bishop Willie C. Sands
Evangelist Patricia Sands

Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m. Empowerment Service
3rd and 4th Sunday 9:00 a.m. New Members Class
Sunday Morning 9:00 Sunday School
Sunday Morning Service 10:00
Nursery Available and Children Ministry!!!

Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

CHURCH NEWS
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church
“Impact the world by
equipping believers to reach the
lost with the gospel of Jesus
Christ.”
Join us Easter Sunday, April
24, at our 7:45 a.m. or 10 a.m.
worship services geared for all
ages. We encourage everyone to
dress casual!
Our Women’s Ministry
worships at Lake Vista Park,
1401 62nd Ave. S., Tuesday,
April 26, 6 p.m. Bring your
Bible, chair-in-a-bag, and let’s
fellowship during this exciting
and encouraging Bible Study.
You’re invited to celebrate

Pastor
Murphy’s
12th
Anniversary next month. We
have an exciting line-up of
pastors throughout the month
who will bring an encouraging
word from the Lord each
Sunday
morning
and
Wednesday evening:
May 1, Rev. D. L. Powell,
New Shiloh MBC, Miami;
May 4, Rev. Rickey
Houston, Bethel Metropolitan
Baptist Church;
May 8, Rev. Craig Oliver,
Elizabeth
Baptist
Church,
Atlanta;
May 11, Rev. Dr. Manuel

Sykes, Bethel Community
Baptist Church;
May 15, Rev. Marvin Lue,
Trinity CME, Miami; MAY18,
Rev. Clark Hazley, Mt. Pilgram
MB Church;
May 22, Dr. Robert Smith,
Birmingham;
May 25, Dr. Joe Van
Koevering, Gateway Christian
Church;
May 29, Dr. Joel Gregory,
Fort Worth, TX
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church, 955
20th St. S. Phone: 727-8944311. www.mzprogressive.org.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist
Church, “God’s House in the
City,” under the leadership of
Dr Rickey L. Houston extends
an invitation to the community
to join us as we declare the
living Word of God. Join us at
9:00 a.m. for Sunday School
and at 10:15 a.m. for worship
service. Bible Study and Teen
Summit/Children Rising are
held Wednesday evenings, at
7:00.
We are committed to a
Christ-centered, peoplecentered, team-centered and
Bible-based ministry; with priorities focused on love, forgiveness, unity, peace and growth.
We celebrate in worship, we
care for one another, we

cultivate the fullest spiritual life
possible both individually and
corporately; and we communicate God’s truth at every opportunity. Living out these principles results in a kaleidoscope of
ministries for all ages and
interests. We also encourage the
community to make use of our
Prayer Line. 727-321-9645.
The evangelism and prayer
ministries are actively
preparing for an Evangelism
Seminar/Prayer Breakfast
Saturday, May 7, 8:30-10:30
a.m. The theme is “He who
W inne th Sou l s i s Wi s e”
(Proverbs 11:30, Matthew
28:19) and will be addressing
witnessing. The seminar and
breakfast are free. Join these

ministries in their effort to
achieve the necessary tools to
spread God’s word.
Upcoming Events:
Sunrise Service - Sunday
April 24, 7:00 a.m.
Mission Tea - Sunday May
15, 4:00 p.m.
Elizabeth Howard
Scholarship Banquet Saturday, May 22, 6:00 p.m.
Shepherds of Love Seminar
Saturday, May 28, 8:30 a.m.
“Driven by God’s
Faithfulness: His will done on
Earth as in Heaven in 2011.”
Matthew 6:10
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.
rr.com
Website: www.bmmbc.org

Pay Tribute to Mom
for Mother’s Day!

Reserve your message space in
our Special Mother’s Day issue.
Call 727-896-2922!

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown,
official staff of deacons and
trustees, and the entire congregation extends to the
community at large, its wish
for an overflowing of God’s
blessings upon their lives. St.
Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has as its
central theme, a belief that we
are a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering
for and thirsting after the
enlightened word of God. At
St. Mark, we are Christians
willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for His
awesome gift, His son Jesus
Christ.
St. Mark M. B. Church is
seeking a full-time Christian
musician for the music department. Playing the piano is
expected and the ability to play
the organ and read music is
desirable. Applicants must
have a minimum of five years

of experience with church
music and choirs. Resumes of
interested persons must be sent
to 1301 37th Street South, St.
Petersburg, FL33711. If you
have questions, please call the
office at (727) 321-6631 Rev.
Brian K. Brown is the Pastor.
Calendar Events for
April
April 22 - Good Friday
April 24 - 7:00 a.m.
Resurrection Sunday-Sunrise
Service, 9:30 a.m. Children
and Youth Ministry Easter
Presentation.
April 25 - PIZZA Ministry
from 6 - 8:00 p.m.
Also at St. Mark …
Sunday School is held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts
each Sunday at 9:30 a.m. All
are invited to come out and
join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5:00 p.m.
Members and the general
public are invited to study the

Bible with us and learn
“ W h a t B a p t i s t Believe”.
Children and Youth
Ministry Meetings are held
every Monday at 6:00 p.m.
Children in the community are
welcome to join us.
Yo u n g A d u l t M i n i s t r y
every Monday from 6:30 p.m.
(Bible Study).
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday
at 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Thursday
at 7:00 p.m.
St Mark Computer Lab and
Computer Class Hours:
Computer Lab Hours:
Tuesday and Thursday only
(4-6 p.m.) Saturday Mornings
10 a.m.-12 noon.
Computer Class Hours:
Tuesday and Thursday
only 6-7:00 p.m. Saturday
Mornings 10 a.m.-12 noon.

St. John Missionary Baptist Church
The Youth Dept of Saint
John
Missionary
Baptist
Church, 3200 5th Ave. S., St.
Petersburg, Pastor Norris L
Martin Sr, will be hosting an

Old School And New School
Musical and More Program on
April 30, at 7 p.m.
We are seeking members
that were part of the Mass

Choir of St. John MB Church.
Please contact Ashley
Johnson at 727-254-8360 or
come to rehearsal on April 12
and April 19 at 6 p.m.

10th Street Church of God and
New Hope Missionary Baptist Church
The Drama and Performing
Arts Ministries of 10th Street
Church of God and New Hope
Missionary Baptist Church
present an Easter production,
“Jesus, Guilty?”, Friday, April
22, 7:00 p.m. at New Hope
Missionary Baptist Church

2120 19th Street South. Come
and witness firsthand the trial,
crucifixion and resurrection of
our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. This event is open to
the public and one that you
don’t want to miss!
If transportation is needed,

please contact the church
office at 10th STCOG 8989407 or call New Hope
Missionary Baptist Church’s
transportation line and leave a
message at 894-7370 no later
than April 19.

Church News due by 4:00 p.m.
on Monday of each week
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(Family Features)
For a fresh take on
Easter treats, these
egg-shaped cookie
pops will surprise
and delight. Easy
and delicious, each
one is uniquely
decorated -an
unexpected, but
festive way to say
“Happy Easter!”
To begin, a simple
butter cookie
dough flavored
with vanilla and
almond extracts is
cut into egg shapes
with a cookie
cutter. Once they’re
baked and cooled,
tint white Candy Melts (or use colored) with favorite Easter
colors - pastel, bold, or both - then “dye” the eggs by pouring the
melted candy over the cookies.
Now the decorating fun begins. Pipe with melted candy to make
spirals and stripes, then attach confetti sprinkles. Other decorating options include brushing with pearl dust for a luminous
effect, or sprinkling with colored sugars. You could even write
messages on them. After decorating, use a dab of melted candy
to attach the “pops” stick to the backs of the cookies.
A decorated flower “pot” is an ideal way to present the pops.
Place the pops in the convenient insert that comes with the
Flower Pot Kit or a small styrofoam block and add some green
curling ribbon for grass. This bouquet of pops can do doubleduty as a centerpiece for the table, or as an Easter gift for friends
and family when wrapped in clear bags and tied with ribbon.
Visit www.wilton.com for more Easter project ideas, to order
supplies including the Pops Flower Pot Kit.

Fresh Eggs Cookie Pops
Makes about 3 dozen cookies
2-3/4 cups all-purpose flour
2 teaspoons baking powder
1 teaspoon salt
1 cup (2 sticks) butter, softened
1-1/2 cups granulated sugar
1 egg
1-1/2 teaspoons vanilla extract
1/2 teaspoon almond extract
White Candy Melts, melted
Primary, Garden Candy Color Sets
Yellow, White Pearl Dust
Imitation Clear Vanilla Extract
Blue, Lavender Colored Sugar
Jumbo Confetti Sprinkles
Cookie Treat Sticks
Preheat oven to 400°F.
In medium bowl, combine flour, baking
powder and salt. In large bowl, beat
butter and sugar with electric mixer until
light and fluffy. Add egg; mix until
blended. Add vanilla and almond
extracts. Stir in flour mixture. Do not
chill dough; divide into 2 balls. On
floured surface, roll each ball into a
circle approximately 12 in. in diameter
and 1/8-inch thick. Dip egg shaped
cookie cutter in flour and cut dough;
place on ungreased cookie sheet.

Jelly Bean Easter Bark
Prep Time: 5 minutes - Cook Time: 2 minutes
Makes 11 servings or 1 pound bark
2 cups (12-ounce package) Nestlé Toll House Premier White Morsels
2 teaspoons vegetable shortening
1/2 cup Wonka SweeTarts Jelly Beans, divided
LINE baking sheet with wax paper.
MICROWAVE morsels and vegetable shortening in medium, uncovered,
microwave-safe bowl on MEDIUM-HIGH (70%) power for 1 minute; stir.
Morsels may retain some of their original shape. If necessary, microwave at
additional 10- to 15-second intervals, stirring just until morsels are melted. Stir
in 1/4 cup SweeTarts Jelly Beans.
SPREAD mixture to 1/4-inch thickness on prepared baking sheet. Sprinkle with
remaining 1/4 cup SweeTarts Jelly Beans. Refrigerate for about 15 minutes or
until firm. Break into pieces. Store in airtight container at room temperature.
Jenny Harper is Consumer Test Kitchen Project Manager for the Nestlé Test
Kitchens and VeryBestBaking.com. (Photo courtesy of Nestlé)

Bake 6 - 7 minutes or until cookies are lightly browned.
Cool 2 minutes on cookie sheet. Remove from sheet and
cool completely on cooling grid.
Tint melted white candy desired colors. Pour over cooled
cookies to cover. Tap to settle; chill until firm.

Use melted candy in cut parchment or disposable decorating
bags to pipe spirals, stripes and attach Confetti Sprinkles. While
still wet, sprinkle some shapes with Colored Sugars. Brush set
candy decorations with Pearl Dust/vanilla mixture. Attach sticks
to back of cookies using melted candy. If desired, place in
assembled Pops Flower Pot Kit.

